
environment

MATH PROBLEM SOLVING
BEGINNER

1. if you have five flowers growing in your garden and each one has six pedals on it, how many flower 
  petals do you have in your garden?

2. julia planted seven trees in her front yard, four trees in her backyard and two trees in her 
  neighbour’s yard.  how many trees did julia plant in total?

3. bobby was able to convince his family to save $10 on their gas bill, $7 on their water bill and $36 on 
  their electric bill.  how much money did bobby’s family save by being more environmentally-friendly?

4. if you have 18 homes on your street and everyone cut their electricity use by $15, how much money 

  was saved by your neighbourhood being more environmentally-friendly?

INTERMEDIATE
5. susie has six seats in her car.  billy has five seats in his car.  tony has four seats in his car.  
  if they all filled their cars with people going to work instead of everyone driving their own cars,   
  how many fewer cars will be on the road?

6. if a typical classroom uses 100 trees worth of paper in a year and your school has 9 classrooms, 
  how many trees are used to make paper each year in your school?

7. if a single factory produces 1000 tonnes of waste in a year, how much waste would 11 factories 
  produce in 5 years?

8. john looked through his cupboards and realized that he had 2 litres of toxic window cleaner, 4.5 
  litres of toxic bleach and 7.4 litres of toxic car cleaning products.  if john disposed of all his toxic 
  products and bought non-toxic products instead, how many litres of toxic waste has he saved from 
  going into landfills?

ADVANCED
9. timmy’s family ate 4 apples, 6 oranges and 8 bananas one week.  each apple core weighed 1/2 pound, 
  each orange peel weighed 1/3 of a pound and each banana peel weighed 1/4 of a pound. if timmy’s family
  put these into the compost instead of the garbage, how much less would their garbage weigh?

10. if there are 16 school buses at your school and each one needs 80 litres of gas to run every day.  
  how much gas is saved during july and august when you aren’t in school?

11. jennifer drinks 2 bottles of water each day of the year.  if she were to recycle her water bottles 
  instead of throwing them in the garbage, how many bottles would she save from going to the landfill
  in 6 years? 

12. sammy had 30 students in his class.  each student had a parent who drove them to school everyday.  
  if a typical car can fit 5 students and the class decided to carpool, how many vehicles would it take 
  to drive the whole class to school?

1)30   2) 13   3) $53   4) $270   5) 12   6) 900   7) 55,000   8) 13.9   9) 6   10) 79,360 11) 4380   12) 6


